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Harpist Madison Square Presbyterian Church, New York City 


Regarding her work at this church, the Rev. Dr. Chas. H. Parkhurst, 
pastor, says: — 


“The harp plays a unique rôle in any form of musical 
service, in that it constitutes a kind of atmosphere in which 
other instruments or human voices find a medium in which 
to move, fulfilling its mission not so much by standing out 
in distinctness from other contributing elements, as by filling 
in the interstices and thus rounding out the performance 
into a finished whole. 

“I write with a good deal of feeling in the matter, for it 
has been my privilege for many years to have the musical 
services of my church enriched by a harpist, Gertrude Ina 
Robinson, whose skillful and appreciative touch has inter- 
preted to me the meaning and function of the harp as a factor 
in the rendering of sacred music.” 
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"Gertrude Ina Robinson is the first woman to do serious 
study work for that sacredly beautiful instrument, the harp, 
and the first American woman to create а series of study 
books for the harp. Her compositions are admirable to my 
thinking as а student of the harp.” 
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The author of this book has been harpist at the 
Madison Square Presbyterian Church of New York City 


for eleven years. 

During this time and owing, in particular, to the limited 
amount оЁ printed music available for harp and organ, it 
has been necessary to arrange many classic and modern 
works, originally written for other combinations, but which 
lend themselves quite naturally to such an instrumental 
combination. 

Тһе Madison Square Presbyterian Church of New 
York City was one of the first to recognize the fitness of 
the harp as part of the sacred service, and to demonstrate 
such recognition іп practical form by purchasing a concert 
grand American harp, and in this way incorporate the 
instrument lastingly with the musical needs of the church. 

Since creating my position, many churches have added 
the harp, and, in consequence, there is a growing demand 
for appropriate music. 

lt is to artists in this capacity that | am submitting the 
following ‘arrangements, hoping that as a result of ту 
experience they may find it desirable material, and, in 
addition, thoroughly practical and artistic. 
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